Figure 1
A GM-490 cell sample was stained with CD133(PE) and CD34(FITC). Cellular debris was gated out on the basis of light scatter (a). A total of 10 000 events was acquired. Quadrants were defined by using appropriate isotypic control Mabs (b) . Virtually all (98%) GM-490 cells express CD133, but not CD34 (c).
oid and myeloid markers. More recently, we have found that a majority of GM-490 cells expresses CD133 (Figure 1 ). Up to now, only four human cell lines express CD133: two retinoblastoma (WeriRb-1,Y79), one teratocarcinoma (NT2) and one monocytic leukaemia (MUTZ-2) cell line.
GM-490 is the first known human hematopoietic cell line which expresses CD133 lacking CD34 antigen. It represents a useful model to study the hierarchy of HSC. Studies are in progress in our laboratory in order to induce GM-490 cell differentiation towards hematopoietic and endothelial progenitors. 
